
Ruislip Residents’ Association http://www.ruislipresidents.org.uk

Graham Bartram • Chairman • 14 Bell View Manor • Ruislip • Middlesex HA4 7LH
Tel. 01895 673310 • Email graham@flags.net

Ruislip Residents’ Association
Response to the

Draft Environmental Survey
for HS2 Phase 1

Dad
Typewriter
APPENDIX 1



Ruislip Residents’ Association 2

Introduction

Having read through the Draft Environmental Statement (DES) for our area (CFA6) and
studied the maps we have decided that our best form of response is to send you a complete
document rather than try and fill in a small form.

Information not included

Much of the information we expected to see in the DES is not there. This makes it
impossible for us to sensibly comment on many aspects of the proposal. Much of the
information is the worst case scenario with no suggestions for mitigation. This would
appear to allow HS2 to claim that they told us how bad things were going to get and
absolve itself from responsibility. Many of the figures given are totally unacceptable except
for occasional periods of a few hours, not days, weeks or even years! Much more
information is necessary in order to allay local concerns.

We hope that the ‘final’ ES will be consulted on and that the consultation results will be fed
back into the ES that is included with the Hybrid Bill. It would be completely unacceptable
to tell communities that they cannot change the ES included with the Bill when much of
the information in it will not have been checked or discussed.

Inaccurate information

We are very concerned about the large number of errors and omissions in the DES
concerning the current situation. Some examples are:

• Ruislip Conservation Area is shown about 1/3 its actual area

• 2.1.9 omits Ruislip, Ruislip Manor, Eastcote and Ickenham Underground stations

• 2.1.11 omits the major local routes of Swakeleys Avenue and Breakspear Road
South

• 2.1.18 is wrong - the main shopping areas are Ruislip High Street, Victoria Road
(including Ruislip Manor High Street), Ickenham Parade and Ruislip Gardens
Parade are the main shopping areas. Civic Way and Stonefield Way form our “out
of town” shopping area for DIY, electricals, etc. There are several community halls
in the area, including some quite close to the route, such as St Giles’ Church Hall,
Ickenham Village Hall, South Ruislip Library and Community Centre, etc. There
are also several churches, including the Mormon Church on Ickenham Road which
backs onto the Golf Course, St Giles’ Ickenham and the United Reformed Church
on Swakeleys Avenue

• 2.1.20 states that there are numerous bridges over the existing railway lines -
actually most of them go under the railways (Breakspear Road South, Ickenham
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Road, West End Road, Station Approach, etc.) and in fact a lack of such crossing
places is one of the contributors to our traffic problems and our concerns over
construction traffic

• 2.1.11 omits Hillingdon Outdoor Activities Centre, which although outside our
Community Forum area was actually built to provide community facilities to
Hillingdon!

• 2.1.22 omits the Celandine Route which run alongside the River Pinn where the
route crosses it

Concerns about the Hybrid Bill

We would not wish to see existing local authority legal rights, put in place over time to
protect their residents, to be diminished by the Bill, eg. with respect to noise and light
pollution, road works, weight restrictions, speed limits, etc.

Improvements to the original proposals

We welcome the improvements to the original scheme, especially the tunnel from Old Oak
Common to West Ruislip, but we would still press for the tunnel to extend past the London
suburbs.

Given the extensive additional tunneling now planned, which was not part of the original
route alternatives, we think it is essential that the whole route through London should be
reconsidered, including the direct route through Heathrow, which has many potential
advantages.

If there were a direct route through Heathrow, there would be the option of stopping at
Heathrow or at Old Oak Common, which would avoid an additional stop en route to
Euston.

Now that the engineers have confirmed that it will be possible to tunnel beneath the Colne
Valley as they will need to do so for the proposed Heathrow spur, we would ask again why
the route cannot go under this precious piece of country within London, rather than cut
straight through it.

Landscaping

Where trees are to be used to provide a noise or visual barrier between the new railway and
residential / open spaces / sensitive landscapes we believe that mature or semi-mature
planting should be used. Several tree nurseries in the region provide such trees, up to a
height of 10m. If trees were purchased at the start of the project they would gain up to an
additional seven years of growth before the railway becomes operational. We would thus
suggest that where possible some landscaping is scheduled as early as possible. For example
the landscaping to hide the line from Ruislip Golf Course could be done at the very start of
the project.
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Planting schemes should also maximize screening, perhaps by using a layered approach.
The use of fast growing screening trees, such as Leylandii, could be used to provide perhaps
temporary barrier.

Local Traffic

All our local roads are heavily loaded, especially during the rush hours. Large new housing
estates at the former RAF Eastcote and RAF West Ruislip have added to the traffic in the
last couple of years, and the West Ruislip estate (known as Ickenham Park) is not yet fully
occupied. Any new traffic load can easily extend commuter journey times.

ProposedProposedProposedProposed ConstructionConstructionConstructionConstruction TrafficTrafficTrafficTraffic LevelsLevelsLevelsLevels atatatat thethethethe MainMainMainMain SitesSitesSitesSites
The idea of adding an extra 1,600 HGV road journeys (800 for the tunnel portal and 800 for
the main construction site according to 12.5.3) is frankly appalling. Even 800 HGV journeys
would lead to local gridlock. We therefore urge that as far as possible all soil removal and
equipment delivery is done by rail with a temporary railhead built between Harvil Road and
Breakspear Road South, connecting to the West London freight route. Similarly contractors
should use public transport and shuttle buses to get to the construction sites. Ruislip has
extremely good Underground links with the Central Line, Metropolitan Line and Piccadilly
Line, in addition to the Chiltern Railway.

ProposedProposedProposedProposed ConstructionConstructionConstructionConstruction TrafficTrafficTrafficTraffic atatatat thethethethe SouthSouthSouthSouth RuislipRuislipRuislipRuislip VentVentVentVent ShaftShaftShaftShaft
The proposed access from the A40 to the construction site at the South Ruislip Vent Shaft is
from Mandeville Road, passing along Victoria Road and through the Station Approach
junction at South Ruislip. This is already a bottle-neck for traffic, which can only get worse
with the major redevelopment around the Vent Shaft area that has already been agreed.
This will involve the construction of a new superstore, offices and housing on the old
Express (ARLA) Dairy site. The DES does not mention this development.

ProposedProposedProposedProposed DiversionDiversionDiversionDiversion ForForForFor HighHighHighHigh VehiclesVehiclesVehiclesVehicles
The DES proposes a diversion for vehicles that cannot get under the existing Breakspear
Road South railway bridge (carrying the Chiltern Line), that goes along Swakeleys Avenue,
up Ickenham Road, along Ruislip High Street, along Bury Street, the Ladygate Lane and
finally down Breakspear Road. This route is totally unacceptable to local people - Ruislip
High Street already carries a high volume of traffic and is in a conservation area, passing
through medieval buildings (Café Rouge, the Alms Houses, and the Duck House) on a
narrow road, and Ladygate Lane is a residential street with two primary-level schools on it.

SchedulingSchedulingSchedulingScheduling ofofofof ConstructionConstructionConstructionConstruction TrafficTrafficTrafficTraffic
Wherever possible any remaining road traffic should be scheduled outside the rush hours,
both for the benefit of the local community, and for the efficiency of the construction work
- HGVs stuck on Swakeleys Avenue for an hour do no one any good.
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RealignmentRealignmentRealignmentRealignment ofofofof HarvilHarvilHarvilHarvil RoadRoadRoadRoad
The realignment of Harvil Road will have long-term advantages to the community and is
welcomed, but as Harvil Road is going to be the main entrance to the construction site in
Ruislip, we would urge that this work be done as the very first phase of works. Indeed as
much of it, apart from the actual bridge over the new line, is simple road improvement we
see no reason why this task should not be carried out before work formally begins that
requires the Hybrid Bill to authorize it. Putting in a forward-looking bridge where the road
crosses the proposed route would just be good forward planning and is common in road
junction redesigns where known new features are allowed for even though they are not yet
in place.

BreakspearBreakspearBreakspearBreakspear RoadRoadRoadRoad SouthSouthSouthSouth BridgeBridgeBridgeBridge
As previously mentioned, this area suffers from a number of north-south bottlenecks,
mainly due to the existing railway/Underground lines that have few road bridges, over or
under them. This makes it important that when the new under-bridge is built for HS2 it
allows for future road widening, as Breakspear Road South is probably the only north-south
road in the area that could be widened in the future. It also needs to allow for pedestrian
and cycle pathways.

Emergency Services

The police in our area are already failing to meet emergency response times due to traffic
congestion and the lack of north-south routes through the borough. We are very concerned
that additional construction traffic on local roads will make this worse, especially as HGVs
cannot easily pull into the side of the road to allow emergency vehicles to pass.

Breakspear Road South is one of the main route for fire engines to get from Ruislip Fire
Station to Ickenham and Harvil Road is the direct route from Hillingdon Fire Station to
Harefield, should the Ruislip engines be on a call. Ruislip High Street, West End Road,
Ickenham Road and Swakeleys Avenue are all major routes for the emergency services in
our area, with very few, if any, alternative routes.

To aid in HS2’s planning it may be useful for them to know that the Area (and only) Police
Station for all of Hillingdon north of the A40 is located off Ruislip High Street in The Oaks,
and the Fire Station for the same area is on Bury Street, just north of the junction with
Breakspear Road. We do not have a permanent Ambulance Station north of the A40 and the
nearest A&E department is at Hillingdon Hospital, south of the Uxbridge Road. It is
essential that all three emergency services are properly consulted on the implications of any
extra traffic load and/or road closures on response times - getting this wrong could cost
people’s lives. It is disappointing that this whole area has not been properly covered in the
DES, one would have thought that public safety would have been a priority.
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Impact on Community Facilities

In the DES there are no plans as to how four important community facilities (Ruislip Golf
Course, Ruislip Rifle Club, Blenheim Care Home and Hillingdon Outdoor Activities Centre)
are to carry on function both during and after the construction phase.

RuislipRuislipRuislipRuislip GolfGolfGolfGolf CourseCourseCourseCourse
The DES claims that only temporary land take will affect the Golf Course and that it will be
possible to reinstate the course on completion. We do not believe this is the case. By the
time the necessary landscaping is put in place to shield the Golf Course from the HS2 line
there will be no space for the two holes which were ‘temporarily’ lost. This plan also
requires that Course lose two holes for seven years, a totally unacceptable situation. We
feel it is essential that the course is reconfigured, using additional land to the north and
west of the existing Course, before any HS2 construction begins on the Course. It should
then be possible to plant screening landscaping (see above) before any work begins on the
portal, allowing the Course to continue as a publicly accessible 18-hold Course at all times.
We expect to see detailed plans as to how this will be accomplished in the formal ES.

The DES also states that 20 off-street car parking spaces will be lost at the Gold Course. In
an area where parking is already difficult this is a significant loss and we would expect
alternative spaces to be found as replacements. After the construction is complete perhaps
the roof area of the tunnel portal could be used for additional parking?

RuislipRuislipRuislipRuislip RifleRifleRifleRifle ClubClubClubClub
The HS2 plans call for the existing Rifle Clubhouse to be demolished, but the DES fails to
give any details of where the new clubhouse will be built. Given its nature it cannot just be
placed on any piece of land - there are security and safety implications to be considered.
The club’s licence requires that it operate continuously and therefore the new facilities
must be in place before the old ones are decommissioned. We would wish to see concrete
plans for a replacement in the formal ES.

BlenheimBlenheimBlenheimBlenheim CareCareCareCare HomeHomeHomeHome
The care home is located just north of West Ruislip Underground Station and almost
directly over the HS2 tunnel as it comes up to the portal. The DES does not discuss the
effect of the tunnel on the care home, especially once the line is operational. We need more
information on how the tunnel will affect the home.

HillingdonHillingdonHillingdonHillingdon OutdoorOutdoorOutdoorOutdoor ActivitiesActivitiesActivitiesActivities CentreCentreCentreCentre
This is an important and unique community facility in northwest London. It provides many
types of outdoor activity including canoeing, sailing, rowing, angling, caving, climbing and
high wire work. The Centre is situated right under eastern end of the HS2 Colne Valley
viaduct. The DES implies that HOAC could carry on as usual both whilst the viaduct is
being constructed and afterwards when trains are crossing the viaduct at hundreds of
kilometres an hour just feet above the children’s heads. This is clearly ridiculous in both
cases. HOAC itself assumes that the centre will need to close if the viaduct is built
according to the current route. A permanent or even temporary closure of this facility,
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which has served the community for decades, would be unacceptable. If the current lake
and site is made useable by the viaduct then we need to move the facility to another of the
Colne Valley lakes, building new facilities that match, if not exceed, the current
sophisticated facilities that have been developed over many years. This might require the
Hybrid Bill to cancel or transfer an SSI from another lake to the lake with the viaduct
through it. Our experience of wildlife is that it is much more accepting of noise and change
than humans are. All the Colne Valley lakes are actually flooded gravel pits and so provide
the same type of habitat.

As with other community facilities, we would expect the new facilities to be in place before
the old ones are closed or made unusable. We look forward to seeing proper plans and
permissions detailed in the formal ES.

HS2 Footbridge at West Ruislip

At West Ruislip the current tunnel portal plans include a footbridge to cross over the new
HS2 lines to connect the existing canal feeder tunnel, which carries the Hillingdon Trail, to
the rest of the Trail on the Golf Course. The design calls for part of the footbridge ramp to
pass for many metres directly between the two tracks, with the Chiltern Line on one side
and the HS2 on the other. This ramp will not be very wide and the effect of having two
trains passing each other at over 400 km/h with you in between them will, we suspect, be a
terrifying experience. Indeed we believe it will be so unpleasant that people will no longer
wish to use the tunnel/footbridge.

As an alternative we suggest that the existing tunnel is filled in (the stream having been
diverted as already planned) and a new tunnel that extends from the Golf Course to the
Greenway be built. Hopefully the old stream bed and path in the Greenway, along with part
of the existing tunnel if necessary, will provide enough distance for the tunnel to ramp up
back to ground level, and there is plenty of space of the Golf Course side where the ramp
need not be straight as there are no structures on either side, as there are at the Greenway
end. We believe that a well lit (perhaps using light wells to add additional natural light)
tunnel would be a preferable solution to the one planned.

Design of the Colne Valley Viaduct

When Justine Greening was Secretary of State for Transport she promised that the Colne
Valley viaduct would be a new structure of architectural worth. The images shown in the
DES resemble nothing more that the Westway or Hammersmith Flyover - basically just
pillars with a concrete slab on top. Stonehenge has more sophisticated architecture and
that was built some 5,000 years ago! If you are going to put this huge piece of engineering
across our countryside we would expect that you at least make it look like someone cared
what it looked like, maybe even in the hope that in one hundred years people would
campaign to save it if it was threatened with demolition, like so many of our Victorian
viaducts.
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TunnelTunnelTunnelTunnel Instead?Instead?Instead?Instead?
Originally we were told that the viaduct was required because it would not be possible to
tunnel under the Colne Valley lakes for engineering reasons. However since then we have
been presented with early plans for the Heathrow Spur in Phase 2. These involve putting a
number of tunnels directly under the lakes in order to connect the Spur with the new
mainline. If it is possible for these tunnels to go under the lakes then presumably the
mainline could also go under the lakes rather than over them and the engineers were wrong
in their initial Why has this option not been developed? It would avoid all the problems at
Ruislip Golf Course, Ruislip Rifle Club and the Hillingdon Outdoor Activity Centre, and
remove the noise worries from the housing estates in Ickenham.

Phase 2

The DES does not make any mention of the Phase 2 work planned in our area. CFA6 and
CFA7 are unique in having both HS2 Phase 1 and Phase 2 works planned. Does this mean
that our main construction site could be operational for more than seven years? How will
digging tunnels under the Colne Valley affect the lakes? It is totally unfair on our
communities to ignore Phase 2 and expect us to comment on your plans, and possibly give
tacit acceptance, for HS2 to then change the situation when Phase 2 is published.

Conclusion

We found the DES very disappointing in its lack of detail and information. There was no
information about how HS2 plans to mitigate the effect of the new line on our community
and its facilities, or how it plans to work in our area for at least seven years without making
life unbearable. This is just not acceptable. The formal ES must do much better.


	Introduction
	Informationnotincluded
	Inaccurateinformation
	ConcernsabouttheHybridBill
	Improvementstotheoriginalproposals
	Landscaping
	LocalTraffic
	ProposedConstructionTrafficLevelsattheMainS
	ProposedConstructionTrafficattheSouthRuislip
	ProposedDiversionForHighVehicles
	SchedulingofConstructionTraffic
	RealignmentofHarvilRoad
	BreakspearRoadSouthBridge

	EmergencyServices
	ImpactonCommunityFacilities
	RuislipGolfCourse
	RuislipRifleClub
	BlenheimCareHome
	HillingdonOutdoorActivitiesCentre

	HS2FootbridgeatWestRuislip
	DesignoftheColneValleyViaduct
	TunnelInstead?

	Phase2
	Conclusion

